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Lun. 21* die Marti, 1687. 


He Houſe being met, there came a Meſſage from the King, 
| which was delivered by Thomas Duppa, Elq; Deputy Gentle- 
man-Ulſher of the Black Rod. 
Gentlemen of the Houſe of Commons, 

The King Commands this Honourable Houle to attend him imme- 
diately in the Houſe of Peers, 

And accordingly the Houſe went up to attend his Majeſty, who was 
pleaſed (after having made a Speech) to Command the Commons to 
return to their Houſe, and proceed to the choice of their Speaker. 

And the Houle having returned from his Majelty, //lliam /Villiams 
Eſq; Speaker of the Jalt Parliament, was unanimouſly choſen by the 
Houſe for their Speaker in this Parliament, and Condutted to the 
Chair by two of the Members, and there 1in a Speech accepted the Ser- 
vice of the Houſe ; which Speech was as follows. 


Gentlemen, 

T were vanity in me by Arguments from Weakneſs and Unkit- 

neſs to diſable my 1elf tor your Service in this Chair at this Time. 

The Unanimous Voice of the Houſe calling me to this Place encludes 
me, and leaves me without excuſe : Whom the Commons have Ele&- 
ed for this Trult, is to be ſuppoſed worthy and fic for it ; wherefore 1 
muſt acquieſce in your Commands. 

Apprehendrng this © hoice. proceeds from the Example you have 
from your Countries by your own EleQtions, making this Parliament, 
as much as in you and them lies, the ſame with the laſt , rherefore you 
have the ſame Speaker. 

I ought not to offer any fort of Aſſurance te this Houſe of my reſol- 
ved Conſtancy, Fidclity and Vigilancy in the diſcharge of this Duty ; 
the Juſt ſenſe I have of the Honour generally given me this day is 
your ſtipulation for my good Abearancez the Truſt I owe and am to 
anſwer to God, my Religion, ro Eagland and Engliſhmen in this Ser- 
vice, mult tye me to doand ſuffer all that Fleſh and Blood can add or 
endure in your Choice. 7 
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This is not the time to ſpeak much, but to a& well: Without 
more words then, in order to our proper Parliamentary Method of 
Proceedings, Gentlemen, admit me to make it my firſt Motion, That 
your Debates and Pfoceedings may be regular and orderly, without 
Refle&tion, without Paſſion, 2nd that my AQings and Behaviour may 
have your kind and cangid Conſtruftionz and you ſhall find there is 
not any thing ſo dear td me, Which ſhall not be advanced in the Ser- 


vice of the Commons in Parliament by me. 


The Houſe being informed that his Majeſty had appointed to mor- 


row Three of the Clock in the Afternoon, for the Houſe to preſent 
the Speaker. | 


Martis 22® die Martii, 168*. 


He Houſe being met, and Mr, Speaker having taken the Chair, 
A Meflage was delivered from the King, by Thomas Duppa, 
Eſq; Deputy Gentleman-Uſher of the Black Roa. 


Gentlemen of the —_—y Commons, 
The King Commands this Honourable Houſe to Attend Him immedi- 


ately in the Houſe of Peers. ; | 

And accordingly Mr. Speaker with the Houſe went up to attend Fs 
Majeſty, and Mr. Speaker with a Speech, humbly repreſented to His Ma- 
jeſty, That the Houſe of Commons had Choſen hitn their Speaker ; and he 
made Claim by humble Addreſs to Hs Majeſty in the Name of the Com- 
mons of Exeland in Parliament Aſſembled, of the Antient Rights of the 
Commons tor them and their Servants, in their Perſons and Eitates,ro be 
free from Arreſts and other Diſturbances, in all rheir Debates to have 
Liberty and Freedom of Speech, and as occaſion ſhall require, to have 
Accels to His Majeitics Royal Perſon. Which Speeches at large arc here 
inſerted together with the Chancellors Anſwers by Hei Majeſties Com- 


mand. 


May it pleaſe Yow Majefiy, 


H E Kaights, Citizens and Burgeſles in Parliament Aſſembled, 
with Duty and Loyalty agreeable to themſelves and the Perſons 


whom they Repreſent, have in Obedience to Your Royal Pleaſure, for 
the diſpoſing of themſelves in that great Aſſembly for Your Majeſties 
Service, confidered of a Speaker ; and to manifeſt ro Your Majeſty and 
the World they are not inclinable to Changes, have with One Voice E- 
lected me their Speaker,” having had the Honory to ſerve Your Majeſty 
and the Commons in that Trult in the laſt Par/ramenr, 

With all Humility I preſume again.by their Commands to ſtand be. 
fore Your Majeſty toreceive Your Pleaſure with a Head and Heart full 
of Loyalty to Your Szered Perſon ; armed with a ſettled Reſolutian never 
to depart from Your Well, Ancient and Eſtabliſhed Governmear. 


The 
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The Lord Chancellour by Hu Majeſty's Command 
ſaid to thu purpoſe. 
Mr. _ 
Or lo I am commanded to call you, Hs Majeſty bath well conſidered 


ly the Choice the Commons have made, and does very much approve 
of that Election, and doth accepeand allow you for Speaker. 


The further $S peech of W1ll. Williams, EJq: then 
preſented to Hu mo$t Excellent Majeſty. 


Moſt Gracions Sovereign, 

N _— Allegeance commands Loyalty to Your Majeſty from every 
Subject. 

Your curl Grace and Favour to me inthe laſt Parliament, conti- 
nued by the honour I have in this, add more than Dutifulneſs and Obe- 
dience to my Loyalty, 

I am ſet in the firſt ſtation of your Commons for Truſt and Quality, 
an high and ſlippery place z it requires a {teddy head and well pois'd 
Body in him that will ſtand firm there. Uprightnels is the ſafe poſture 
and beſt policy, and ſhall be mine in this place, guarded with this Opi- 
nion, that Your Majeſty's ſervice in this Truſt 1s one and the ſame with 
the ſervice of your Commons, and that they are no more to be divided 
than your Crownand Sceptre. 

They truly ſerve the Crown and Countrey, {which ſhall be my care 
and induſtry) who make the ſafety of your Sacred Perſon, the defence 
and ſecurity of the Proteſtant Religion, the ſupport of Your Majeity's 
Government, the maintainance of the Laws, and preſervation of the an- 

cient Conſtirutions of Parliament ; one and the ſame undivided Inter- 
eſt, one and the ſame Safety, one and the ſame inſeparable Security tor 
your Self and People. 

Theſe are the deſires of all good men; but muſt be rhe effeQs of good 
Counſels for the enabling of Your Majeſty's great Council now in Par- 
liament aſſembled, to complete this bleſſed Ftabliſhment with all hu- 
mility, I addreſs to Your Majeſty in the name and on the behalf of the 


Commons in Parliament, 
1. That we and our Servants may befree in our Perſons and Eſtates 


from Arreſts and other diſturbances, 
2. Thar in our Debates Liberty and Freedom of Speech be allow'd us. 
3- That as occaſion ſhall require, Your Majeſty will vouchſafe us 


Accels to your Royal Perſon, 
I take leave to joyn this humble Petition for my ſelf, That nothing 


by me, in weakneſs or through inadyertency, ſaid or done, may turn 
to the prejudice of the Commons ; and that my Behaviour and Pro- 
ceedings may receive a benign and fayourablc interpretation with Your 


Gracious Majeſty. ; 
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T he Lord Chancellour, by Command from His Maje- 
by, ſaid to this effett. 
Aly. Speaker, | | | 
A your Petitions are fully and freely granted by his Majeſty, in 


as large and inasample a manner as ever any _ of Commons 
yet enjoyed them. The Kang is very ſure.the Wiſdomof this Houſe of 
Commons Will make as prudent an uſe of them, as any of your Ance- 
ſtors everdid. Yourown particular Petition is grateful to the King 
roo, becauſe he knows you will be as careful to avoid miſtakes,as his Ma- 
jeity 15 ready ro forgive them. 

And now, My, Speaker, thele Preliminaries being thus over, the King 
deſires you would haſten to the reſt that are neceſſary to be diſpatch'd, 
betore we can enter upon buſineſs, that ſo we may husband time,which 
15S NW More neceſſary rhanever ; and he hopes that this Parliament 
will come roa very happy and proſperous Concluſion. And that it may 
do lo, God Almighty direct and proſper all your Conſultations, 


The Hoſe being returned, and Mr. Spcaker having taken the Chair 
and made Report thereof to the Houſe, 


The Honſe adjourn:d, 


Mercuri 23* die Marti, 168). 


H E Houſe being met, proceeded to the taking the Oaths of Alle. 
gjance and Supremacy, and making and ſubſcribing the Declara- 
tion direQed by an Att made in the thirtieth year of his now Majelty's 
Reign, entituled, An AG for th: more effeFFnal preſerving the Kings Per - 
fon and Government, by diſabling Papiſts from ſuting in tith.r Houſe of Pay- 
liament. 
And Mr. Speaker anda great number of the Members of the oufe 
having taken the ſaid Oaths, and made and ſubſcribed the faid Decla- 


ration, 
The Houſe adjourn: d, 


Fovts 24 die Martii, 1680. 


Bill to corre vexa'ions Aftions of Treſpaſs was read the ht time. 
{ % Rce{ilvct, Thar rhe Bill be read a ſecond time. 
Ordered, Yhatwhere there is any double Returns of Members to ſerve in this pre- 
{ent Pariiameiit, ich Members do forbear to fir untill rhe ſaid Returns be decided, 
A Paiition of Richird Deke, Eiqz touching the Election for the Burrough of Aj 
burten in the Connty Of Devon. / 
A Petition of the Burgeſſez and Inhabitants of the Burrouzh of Sourhw.r; in rhe, 
County of $5 ey, touching the Election for the /aid Burrough. ; 
A Peririon tf Sir Richard Stevens Knight, touching the Efetion for the Burrough 
oft P, 7 fmoth in the County of Southamptcn, 
A Peticoa of Sir Peter Tyrrel Baroner, and Charles Blount Eſq, touching the Ele-, 
tion for the Burrough of Zackins bam jn the Connry of Bucks. 1 72 
C=, 
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A Petition of Denzel! Onſlow atd Frances Dorrington Eſquires, touchiog the Eletion 
for the Burrough of Haſlemere in the Courty of Surrey. = 

A Petitionof Hunfrey Bartace and Nicholas Burlace Eſquires,touching the Eleftion 
for the Burrough of Afirchel in the County of Cornwal. 

A Petitionof Francis Pawert Eſq, and Sir Robert Henley Knight, touching the Ele- 
Qtion for the Burrough of Andover in the County of Southampton. 

A Petition of Sir Roger Ziff Knight, touching the Election for the Burrough of Ag- 
mondeſhaw in the County of Bucks. 

A Petition- of Algernon SidzeyEiſq; toucing the ſame BleCtion. 

A Petirion of:Edward Hungerford and Fobn Eyles Eſquires, touhcing the Ele&tion 
for the Burrough of Deviſes in the County of Wits. 

A Petition of Fohn 7 xrton Eſq, touching the Eleftion for the Burrough of Tam- 


nth in the Counties of Warwick and Stafford. 
A Petion of G corge Koarey Bi idges Elq; rouching the Eleftion forthe City of Lirch- 


field. . 
A Petition of Thomas Hooper Eſq; touching the EleCtioa for the Burrough of Chri7- 


ckurch in the Burrough of Southampton. 
A Petition of Hrumphrey Courrney and Thomas Kendall Eſquires, rouching the Ele. 


Ction for the Burrough of Weſtow in rhe County of Cornwad. 

A Petition of Sir 7ohn Dancombe Knight, and George Walſh Eſq; touching the Ele- 
Ction for the Burrough of Eye in the County of Suffolk. 

A Petition of Samuel Rolls and Fames Vernon Eſquires, touching the EleCtion for 


the Burrough of Pexryn in the County of Cornwall. 
A Petition of Sir Fob Trevor Knight, touching the Election for the Shire Town 


of Montgomery. 
A Petition of Thomas Neal and John Garrard Eſquires, touching the Elettion for 


the Burrough of L»dgarſball th the County of Wlrs. 

A Petition of Sir Johz T albert Knight, and Fohn Smith Eſquire, toucbing the fame 
Election. 

A Petition of Will;am Strade and Fohn Speks Eſquires, touching the ElcCtion for 
the Burrough of Jkkhefter in the County of Somerſer. | 

A Petition of Sir Roberr Henley Baronet, touching the Elegyion for the Burroughi 


of Bridport in the County of Dorſer was read. 
Orae: ed, 


That the ſaid ſeveral Petitions be referred to the conſiderition of the Committee 
of Eleftions and Privileges, to examine the matter thereof, and to report the tame 


with their Opinion therein to this Honſe. 
A Petition of Sir Robert Atkins Knight of the Bath, Sjr Joby Knight Knight, and 


ether Burgeſſes and Freeholders of the City of Zri/tol, touching the Election fur 


the faid City was read. x 
Ordered, That the matter of this Petition be heard at the Bar of: this Houſe on 


next Monday ſevennight. 
A Petition of Richard Middleton Eſq; touching the Eleftion for the County of 


Denbigh was read. 
Ordered, That the Merits of this Petition be heard at the Bar of tlis Houſe next 


Wedueſday ferennight. . 
A Petition of Thomas Harris Efq;, touching the Eleftion fot the Ciry cf joveefter 


was read. 
Ord*red, That the Merits of this Petition be heard at the Bar of this Houſe upon 


the Debate on next Monday fortnight. | - 
A Pectition of the Citizens and Freemen of the Tity of Fxox, touching the Elect: - 


on for the ſaid Ciry was read. | 
O dered, Thar'the matter of. #his Petition be heard at the Bar of this Houſe nexr 


Monday three weeks. 
Wikiam Leveſor Gore being elefted and returned to ſerve in this preſent Parlia- 


ment, as one of the.Knights for the County of Fd, and . atfo a4 Buryeſs _ the 
pen ts ; Ur- 
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Burrough of Ne weaſH& Wer Line inthe County of -Stefſord, made 'his Eletion to 
ſerve for the County of Salop., | 

Ordered, That Mr. Speaker do iſſhe'out his Warrant to the' Clerk of the Crown, 
to niake out a new Writ for the Eleftion of a Burgeſs to ſerve in this preſent Parlia- 
ment for'the Butrongh'of Newcaſtle under Line, in the room of the ſaid William Le- 
veſon Gore. 2 7: 

<6: Reſolved, 

That the Votes and Proceedings of this Houſe be printed, and that the care of 
the printing thereof , and- the appointment of the Printers, be. committed to 
Ar. Speaker. ' 

Ordered, That the thanks of this Houſe be given to24r. Speaker for the Speech by 
him made in the Houſe of Lords, upon his being,preſented to His Majeſty, and that 
he be deſired ro print the Jame. 

The Houle taking notice, that a Bill which paſſed both Houſes the laſt Parliament, 
enticuled, At Atl fer the Rep:al of a Statute made in the 35th. year of Queen Elizabeth, 
was not preſented to His: Majelty (as the reſt of the Bills were) for his Royal 
Aſſenr. 

Reſolved, T hat this Houſe will to Morrow morning at Ten of the Clock, take 
into conſideration by what means the ſaid Bill miſcarried. 

Reſolved Nemine Contradicente. 

That this Houſe will on Saturday morning next, at Ten of the Clock, conſider of 
means for the {ſecurity of the Proteſtant Religion, and for the ſafety of the Kings 
Perſon. 


Feneris, 25 die Martii, 1681. 


Petition of Henry Whit: head Eſq; Touching the EleRion for the Burrough of 
Siockbridg in the County of Svurhampron, was read. 
Ordercd, 

That the ſaid Petition be referr*d to the conſideration of the Committee of Eleions 
and Priviledges to examine the Matter thereof, and report the lame, with their Opi- 
cions therein, to the Koule. 

Vrarred, | 

That Mr. H.mpden, Sir Francis Winnington, &c. or any three of them, do inſpeR 
the Journals of the Late Partiaments relating to the Impeachment of Thomea: Earl of 
D:nty, and do immediately make Report thereof to the Houle. 

A Mcſſage from the Lords by Sir Timothy Baldwin, and Sir Edward Low. 

Mr. Speaker, 1 A .. 7 | 

The Lords have ſent you the Anſwer of Sir W.#:wws Scroggs, Knight, Chief Juſtice 
of his Majcſtie's Court of Kings Bench 4 to the Articles ot Impeachment exhibited 
apainſt him by the Commons in the Late Parliament Afſembled:; as alſo a Petition 
from him to the Lords. F 

A Petition of Thomas W./e Efq; Touching the EleQion fot the Burrovgh of Banbury in 
the County of Oxon, was read. | . 

Ordered, | | ot 

That the (aid Petition be referr*d to the conſideration of the Committee of Eleti- 
ons and Priviledpes, to examine the matter thereof, and report the ſame, with their 
Opinions therein, to the Houſe, | 

APerition of the Burgeſſes of the Burrough of Marlborough in the*County of Wilts. 
. Touching the EleRion for the ſaid Burrough, was read. (hs 

 _ Oraered, 237 71 

That the ſaid Petition be referrd to the Conſideration of the Commictee of Elect- 
ions and Priviledges to Examine the matfer thereof , and Report «he fame, with 
.their Opinions therein to the Houſe. | ITY 

APecrition of Sir.Tho. Lirtlerb,' Baronet, and Pho. Cooke, Eſq; Touching the E- 
letion forthe Borough of T7ro1n the:Coubty of Cornwal, wasRead, _ 

Ordered, 
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Ordered, | UDESD 
That the ſaid Petition be referr®d to the Conſideration of the Committee of Ele. 


Qions and Priviledges to Examine the matter thereof , and Report the fame , with 
their Opinions therein, to the Houſe. 
Ordered, | 

That Leave be given to brzng ina Bill to takeaway the Court, holden before the 
Preſident and Councel in the Marches in Wales. | 

It being Repreſented to this Houſe, by ſeveral Members, that many Counties, Ci- 
ties and Boroughs, have freely without Charge, Elected many of their Members i; 
this preſent Parliament, according to the antient Conſtirution of Eletions of Mem- 
ers to ſerve in Parliament. 

Wherefore this Houle doth give their thanks to fuch Counties,Cit'es and Burroughs, 
ſor their ſaid EleQions. , 


Ordered, 
That z Committee be appointed to conſider of a more convenient place in Ox:n, for 


the fitting ot the Commons in Parliament now Alſcmbled, and xo. make report thereof 
to the i oule, 

The Houſe then according to their order, took into conſideration the matter relating 
to the Bill , which paſſed bath Houles in the laft Parliament , Entituled, An AX for the 
Repeal of a Statute made is the 35. Tear of the Reign of Qacen Elizabeth , but: wasnot 
tender®d to his Majeſty for his Koyal Ant. 

Reſolved, 

That a Meſlage be ſent to the Lords, deſiring aConference with their Lordſhips,iu 

matters relating tothe Conſtitution of Parijaments,1a paſling of Bills. 
Ordered, : 

That a Committee be-appoiated to conſider of, and prepare the ſubjeXt matter to 
be offer'd at the faid Conference. 

Mr. Hampden Reports the Prececdings of the late Parliaments, relating to the Im- 
peachment of the Commons ol Exglazd, againit the Earl of Danby. 

Ordered, 

That a Meſſage be fent tothe Lords, to mind their Lordſhips, that the Commons 
in Parliament Aſſembled, have formerly by their Speaker demanded judgment at the 
Bar of the Lords Houte, upon the Impeachment of the Commons, agzint Thomas 
Earl of Dazby , of High Treaſon , and todclire their Lordſhips to appoint a Day ro 
give judgment againſt theſaid T bomm45 Earl of D.:by, upon the faid Impeachment, and 
that the Lord C=vendiſh do go with the ſaid McT:ge. | 

Sir George Treby acquints the Houle, that he, together with Sir Robere Clayton, had 
taken the Examination of Edward Fitz- Harris, relating to the Popiſh Plot, which he 
read in his p'ace, and afterwards deliver'd the ſame ih at the Clerk's Table. 

Ordered, 
That the ſaid Examination be forthwith Printed, which here {6!lows. 


The Examination of Mr. Fitz-Harris, relating to the 
Popiſh Plot, taken March 10.168.. 


Ho faith, thathe was born in //el2nd, and is the Sonof Sir Ednrard Fitz- 

Harris ;, and that he was Bred, and isa R:man Catholich,: That in One Thou- 

ſand fix hundred lizty two, he went firſt out of [relard, and then went into Free to 
learn the Language as an Accompliſhment, being then of the Age of fourtcen years. 
[n One Thouſand fix hundred ſixty five, he returned thence through Enoland into 
Ireland, where he continued till, about One Thouſand (ix haudred lixty 'eight when he 
wentto Fragae in order to ferve the Emiperour in his War in Hz»gary, but there then, 
] LOT 4 27 | '-+ Findirg 
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finding a Peace concluded, he came by the way of Flanders int o Engl. nd. 

And thea Sir Georov4 H milton being abour Riſing a Regiment of Fifreen hundred 
foot 54 Irelar.d for the'F; ench Kmg?s Service , this Examinant obtained from Sit George 
Hans/tona Commiſhon to be Captain of one of the Companies in that Regimene to be 
Railed. Whereupon he went into [reland, Railed the Company, and condufted them 
into F-ance , and foon after his Landing there, 'he was reformed and diſcharged cf his 
taid Command; whereupon he went: co P.:r44, and having but little moncy, he lived 
there difficultly about a year. 

In One Thouſand fx hundred ſeventy two, goinÞ about to take his Leave of Father 
Geugh an Engliſh Prieſt at Pars, he faith to this purpoſe ; 

You are going for E:g/a:d;, within theſe two or three years you will ſee the Catho- 
tkolick Religion Eftabiiſhed there as it is in France. 

The Examina/t asKing him hew that could be, ſince the King was a Proteftant ; he 
anſwered, it the King would not comply, there was Orders taken and things ſo laid, 
th at he ſh»uld be taken off or killed. 

Thar the Duke of ork was a Catt olick. and m his Reign there would be no d. fficul- 
ty of doing it; This Eaunmart then axking hm how long the Duke had been a Ca- 
tholick; heanſwered, chat rhe Queen Mother had made him fo. 

He for: her ſaid, that che Declaration of Indulgence was in order to that end of 1[n- 
troducing the Catholick Revgi: nin E-vland, : . 

An4 that t the ſame end the War was made againſt Hollzrd, for that Hellund 
was a Neſt of Hereticks, aud if they were Ceſtroyed, the Work would be ealily done 
iErglerd, tecauſe the Eng'iſh ( or Engliſh Frotefſtants he iaic) would then have no 
Afiſtance from ab. oad. 

And he faid that 2x4:m came over to Dover about this deſign, 

The Examinas.t ccmirg over about the end of Gitober, One Thonfand fix hundred. 
ſeventy two, «b. ut Fe. rmary following nad a Commiſſion to be Lieutenants of Captain 
Sydenh ms- Company in the Duke of Albemarle's Regimeut , which was then Railcd, 
being one of the Regiments in the Army, which was the Summer following Muſter*d 
at Block Hearh. And he ſays, he knew many of rhe Licurenant- Collonels, Majors, 


Captains, and Officers of. that Arzoy to be Roman Catholicks. 
That af:crwards che A paſſing ro difable Roman Catholicks to bear Office ; he and 


others of them were forc*d to quit their Commands. 

And fays, that the commion 1atelligence and Op:nion among them was , that! that 
Army was Raited with deſign to bring in and fertle eheRoman Catholick Religion in 
Englind, for which end the Invaſion of F414, and the awing of the City of London, 
ercft means. 

But the Meaſures that were thus taken being broken, by means of the Peace; and by 
the Duke of To'k's, as well as thee and other Officers quitringall Commands, and the 
King failing in the expetations they had from him ; the Roman Catholicks that were en- 
gaged in this Council came to a re{yJurion to Ceſtroy the Kirg, as Father Parrey, Con- 
fi ſor to D-n Franciſco de Melo,the Portuguels Embaſſader told this E.caminant in One 
Thouſand fix hundred ſeventy three. Sp 

And Haid , if all other means faited, the Queen would procure tbe:doing of ir. 

And he fays this Father ufed this confidence rowards him, becauſe, he was well ac- 


quainted with him, and uſed to confelsto him, 


And this Father rejcated the ſame diſcourſe to him in Summer One Thouſand fix 
bondred ſeventy eight,” with more affurance; adding then, that the buſineſs was.now 
iicar, arid he ſhould ſoon ſee it done, x IS. 

About pri, One thouſaud fix hnndred ſeventy:nine, Marqueſs Mountecucaly,, En- 
voy fromthe Duke of Modena, after;having ſworn him.to ſecrehe, told him, thar if 
be would undertake the killing the King, eicher.in his own Perlon,, or by any other, 
that he ſhonld have Ten Thouſand Pounds ; which he refufing, rhe 'Marquets faid, jf 
you will nor, the Dutches of Aazarite underſtands Poyloning: as well as her Siſter) 


and alittle Vial, when the King comes there, will doit. 

And this Examinant had a great acquaintance with the ſaid Marqueſs, having firft 
met him ſeveral times at the Dutches of Torks Chappel, and afterwards, Lett him a 
houſe, and ſold him the Furniture therein, and has very often caten, drank, and walk'd 


With him, Acd 
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And the Marqueſs at the ſametime told him, that upon Kkilliag the King the Army 
in Flenders and parts adjacent to France, was to come over into England todeftroy the 
Proteſtant Party; and that money was levying in /taly, to recruit and ſupply Forces 
in theplace of thoſe that ſhould ſo come over into Exglard. 

And that after that time there ſhould be no more Parliaments in England; and that 
the Duke of York was privy to all theſe deſigns. 

That about April, One thouſand fix hundred and eighty, he met Kelley the Prieſt at 
Calais, who there in diſcourſe with him owned, that he was one of the perſons con- 
cerned in the murder of Sir Edmundbury Godfrey, and that the ſame was done much in 
manner as Pranee had related ir. 

This Examinant hath known Kelly about twelve years, in part of which time he has 
had intimate converſation with him, and hath ſometimes confeſſed to him, 

That he hath been acquainted fix or ſeven years with Monſieur De Pay, a ſervant to 
the Duke of York; and that ſoon after the murder of Sir Edwand Bury Godfrey, this 
De Pry told this Examinart, that that murder was conſulted at Wind/cr. 

And about the fame time faid, that the Duke was very delirous to come to the 
Crown, fot that the King was uncertain, and did not keep touch with them. And tha: 
ny ſaid, there was a neceſſity of taking off the King, and that it would be ſoon 

one. 

That the Duke of York having an Eſtate in J.eland, a part cf which was th's 
Examinants Fathers , and this Examinant being acquainted with Fat! er Bed gþ:1d, 
asked him, how he could give abſolution to the Duke , till ke had made Reltirutior , 
The Father faid, that every Penitent was ſuppoled to know his own fins ,, and to 
make them known to his Confcflor. To which this Examinant replying with ſome 
warmth ; But ſince you know it, you ought to take notice thereof. The Father an- 
ſwered, Be not angry, for ere it be long you may be ina better condition, 

March One thouſand fix hundred ſeventy nine eighty , he went to Paris zo com- 
pound a Debt he owed there ; ſtaying there abour eightdays, where meeting Father 
Patrick, (who well knew this Examinant's Father and Friends , and this Examinant) 
talking of a Rupture that might be between Exgland andFrance, he faid the French 
intended in fuch caſe to ſend Mareſhal Belfonds into Ireland with an Army of Ten 
thouſand Fuot and Two thouſand Horſe , with Arms and Ammunition for 3c020 
Men more to be raiſed in Jrelard, and the Father promiſed this Examinant a Regi- 
ment of the Men fo to be Raiſed, and Armed in Ireland, and the Deſign was to re- 
ſtore that Kingdom to its former Owners , ſubject to the Frexch. 

He alſo defired him to ſend himall the Libels that came out in Lexder ; and faid. 
that Libelling the King and the Government , was a thing neceſſary to be done, in 
order to diſtaſte the King , and make him afraid and Jelous of his People. 

That he knew Mr. Everard at Pars, in One Thouſand fix hundred fixty five, and 
hath ſince continued and encreaſed his acquaintance with him; that the opinion of 
Father Patirck, was an encouragemeut to him to correſpond and concur with Mr. 
Everard, as t0 the Libel lately writen by Mr. Everard. 

Capt. 10 Marti, ROB. CLAYTON, 

168 1. coram. GEO. TREBY. 

Reſolved, 

That the ſame Edward Firz-Harris be impeached of High Treaſon,in the name of 
all the Commons of England,and that Mr.Secretary 7exkins do to Morrow Morning 
g0 upand Impzach him,at the Bar of the Lords Houſe. Ordered , 

That it be refer*d to Sir Francis Winnington,Sir William Fones, &c. to draw up and 
prepare Articles of Impeachment againſt the ſaid Edward Fitz-Harris. Ordercd, 

That Sir George Treby do to Morrow Morning give the Houſean account of the In- 
formation given by Mr. Serjeant , relating to the Popiſh Plot. 

And then the Houſe Adjourned till 8 to Morrow Morning 


Sabbati 26. die Marti, 1681. 


IR Robert Howard Reports from the Committee appointed to conſider of a more 
g convenient place in Oxford for thisHoule to Sit in, That the Theatre was the moſt 


convenient place they could find for that ph” Reſolved, 


That 
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That 2n hamble Addreſs be preſented to his Majeſty from this Houſe, by ſuchMem- 
vers chEttof as are of His Majeſties moſt Honourable Privy Council, humbly repre- 
{eating to His Majeſty the inconvenience of the place where the Commons now Sit 
in Parijement ; And that the Houſe having by a Report from 'a Committee appoin- 
ecd to conſider of a more convenient Piace for their Sitting,been informed, that the 
Theatre in Oxford is a more convenient place for their Sitting - Wherefore the Com- 
mons Humb!y belcech His Majeſty to command the Theatre may be fitted and prepa- 
red for their Sitting there. 

Sir #; 711:4m Fones reports from the Committee appointed to prepare the Subject 
matter of the Conterence,deſired to be had with the Lords in matters relating to the 
Conſtitution of Parliament in paſſing Bills,the matter agreed upon by the ſaid Com- 
mittee. Ordered, 

Thet the Lord Dxrſey do immediately go up tothe Lords to deſire ſuch Confe- 
rence. 

Sir Fobn Fagg bcing returned a Knight of the Shire to ſerve for the County of Suſe 
ſex , and likewite a Burgeſs to ſerve for the Burrough of Sreyning in the faid County, 
made his Election to ſerve for the faid County. Ordered, 

That M:.Speak:r do ifſue out his Warrant to the Clerk of the Crown to make out 
2 new Wrir tor the Election of a Burgeſs to ſerve in this preſent Parliament for the 
{aid Borough of $:ey-72,in the room of the ſaid Sir Fobn Fagg. 

APetition of the Cii1zens and Inhabitants of 7Vew Sar, touching the Eleftion 
for that City, was read. Ordered, 

That the ſaid Petition be referred to the conſideration of the Committee of Ele- 
tions andPriviledges.to ex2mine the matter thereof, and to report the ſame, with 
their Opinions thercin,tothe Houle, 

Sir George Treby reports ſcveral Examinations taken from Mr. 7ohzSerjeant and Da- 
vid Mayrice,relating tothePopiſh Plot,which he read in his place,and afterwards de- 
livered the ſame in at the Clerks Table,where the ſame being Read, Ordered, 

That the ſaid ſeveral Informations be forthwith Printed, which Informations here 


follow. 


TleInformations of John Scrjeant, aud David Maurice, Relating 


to the POPISH/ PLOT, &c. 


Eing in Company with af! Engliſh Gentlewaman in Flanders, whois a Roman Ca- 
B tholick, about the later e&tid of Ar7uf, 1079. and the name of Mr. Gaven, one 
of the Five Jeſuits who ſyffered that Surumer, coming into diſcourſe, ſhe began to ex- 
preſs with fome horrour the Scandal fhe kad received from a wicked picce of Do@rine 
he maintain'd in her hearing, which was, That the Queen might Lawfully Kill the 
King for Violatiig her Bed : AnC, that when ſhe fet her lelf to oppole it as moſt un- 
chriſtian Doctrine, and tending to deſtroy Soul and Body both, and alledg'd, that 
therefore it was better to ſuffer it patiently for God's fake, he with much vehemency 
and earneſtneſs ſtood to it, That ſhe might not only lawfu'ly do it, but was bound 10 it , 
and that, if ſe did not, ſhe was grilty of his greater Damnation, mn letting him con- 
tinue ſo long in ſin. This is the lubftance of what ſhe related, and, as near as | can 
remember, the words, The Genttewomans Surname is Skypwirh, her Chriſten name 
(as I remember) ary. | 

It pleas'd his moſt Sacred Majeſty, to whom (as my Duty bound me) I had writ it 
before, when I appear'd before his moſt Honourable Privy Council, the laſt Day of 
Ofober following, to ask me what were my preſent thoughts of the truth of that Rela- 
tion at the time that I hcard it, all Circumſtances weighed ; to which being then upon 
my Cath, as Truth and Conſcience ob'ig'd me, I anlwered, That ] did incline very 
much to believe it ; For which raſhneſs and uncharitableneſs of mine (as ſome interpret 
it): in entertaining that Sentiment fo caſily upon the Teſtimony of one ſingle perton, 
great noiſe has been made againſt me, as if Paſſion bad byaſt me to that perſuaſion. 
Wherefore to clear my Ingenuity and Sincerity in this -point to his Majeſty and his 
Council {of whole good Opinions only I am follicitous) I humbly offer here the Rea- 
{ons which mov*d we to think thus : They are theſe. 

| had particular reaſon to judge that this perſon was at this time that I knew her, ond 
ſhe related this, very {crupulouſly Contcicntious, and a good Woman ; and I conceiv'd 

that 
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that her preſent dilpofition was moſt (and indeed only) to be conſidered inthat preſent 
Relation; nor had | ever heard any harm of her former Life. 

She ſeem?d particularly Conſcientious in making this Relation, lifting up her hands 
and eyes to Heaven, with theſe words; God kyows my heart, I would not ſay it to gain 
the whole World, if ut were not true. : 

[ had never heard, nor coulJ then diſcern that ſhe had the leaſt pique 2gainſt Mr. Ga- 
ven's Order. 

She ſpoke it voluntarily, none inciting or moving her to it. 

The manner in which ſhe delivers it, ſeemed very candid and unaffeAted; and it came 
out naturally and occafiorally,nor did it at all fook like a premeditated or ſought thing. 

She ſpoke it out of her ſenſe of the Scandal ſhe received by it, which ſeem'd a Mo- 
tive well becoming a good Chriſtian ; and ſo an argument of her ſincerity, 

She told the fame Story the fecond time to another perſon, my {elf preſent; at leaſt 
the ſubſtance of it. 

She never recommended it as a Secret cither to him or me, whereas one who f. rges 
would be apt to delire the concealunent of the falſe ſtory they relate, left by difcaver- 
ins it, it may come to be contuted, and themielves ſh:med ; which ſhe had the more 
reafon to fear, becauſe the thing related was of fo high a conſequence. 

She named time, place, and perſons preſent 5 wtach expos'd her to zn ealic confu:e 
if 1t were not true. 

The Tenour alſo of the Diſcourle ſeemed to render it credible. her ObjeAtion brim 
ſuch as was likely to come from a good well-meating perlon of her pitch ; and his 
Reply abetting it very like a Man witfully bent to maintain an abſuid Poſition (as'is the 
manner of Paſſion and Heat ) with advancing another more abſurd. 

Now, as thele Conſiderations inclin'd me Rtrongly to think her (inceze, fo it ſcem?®d 
to me ſhe could not be miſtaken in the fenle of his Diicourſe, of miſunderſtand him, 
the Doctrine being about a matter of Fact of the higheſt concern inthe world; andthe 
words which are apt to expre(s it no: beingArtificial orSpeculative,but natural & com- 
monLanguage.Beſides,herConteſt with tim about it muſt needs have clear*dhis meaning, 

Theſe are the Reaſons why 1 apprehended that Relation ts be true ;, which yet 1 produce 
not here to Charge Ar. Gaven, b1it to diſcharge my own Credit nd Conſ.tence, ind 10 
give your Majeſty and your Council the be light I am able 10 ;uace of that buſineſs. 

[n Teſtimony of what's above, | ſublcribe my Name, 7 eb. 1 1. 167. 
- . FOHN SERG EANT. 
The Information of David Moris. 

Underwritten Co hercby upon C2th Artefty that being laſt Augnl at Brnſſls , and 

going to fee an old Acquaintance,] found Mr. Serjean: there (litle th:nxing to tee 
hi m ſo near the Inrernimeo) he told 12, there was a Gentlewoman who ſaid that Mr. 
Gavan maintained it was lawful for the Queen to kill the King, for violating her Bed : 
which I hardly belicving, ke brought me up flairs where ſhe was, where | heard it 
with my own ears, After ſome Cifcourle concerning the wickednels of tuch Dotirines, 
I asked her, where this kapned ? She anſwered (as | remember) in Covent- Garden, ar 
the Brother-in laws of Mr. Gauan, and named the perfons that were preſent, whom 
I knew not ; nor did I think further of it, more than to admire the indiſcretion of his 
deſcending io ſuch particulars, and her aCtings his heat to maintatn his Paradox, when 
ſhe oppoſed him : The rcft, I knewto be agrecable to their Principles 3 having bought 
Eſcobar ſome ye3 rs ſitice on purpoleto lee whether the Provincial Letters miſrepreſeg- 
ted them or not : where | found it lawful to kill a man that calumniated a Religious 
Order : and | am fure that what makes lawſul for a Jeſuite to kill a man that wrongs 
his Order, makes alſo lawful for a Wife to kill her husband if he wrongs her Bed. 

My going to B-ufſels was to [ce what became of the benevolence lent by the Pope to 
thoſe ney for reſug®d Engliſh Catholicks ; and found , who vow immediate 0- 
dicnce to the Pop? to be the diſtributers,and whotwore no Allegiance but to their King, 
to be debar'd fach publick favours : for the Engliſh Jcſuite Procuratour there, told a 
worthy Clergy Pricft, there was nothing for him, meaning ſuch as he : of which | know 
ns reaſon, unleſs it be that the Clergy would never admit of any extraordinary sutho- 
rity from Rome , unanimouſly agree never to receive any Bulls, or other Orders 
from Rowe, without the Kings Licence, and permiſſion of the S:ate, and ever oppo- 


ſed the depoſing Power , Duties which anciently belonged to the Imperial Crown 
ot 
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of this Realm, and ought till! to be obſerved by us. Which ſuſſerings of theirs for ſo 
goud a cauſe *is humbly ſubmizted to your Majefties moſt gracious conſideration. 
. Feb. 11. 1680. David Morru, 

This Houſe having taken into ſolemn debare and confideration the means for the 
ſecurity of the Proteſtant Religion, and for Safety of the Kings Perſon,doth reſolve, 
Thar a Bill be brought in for excluding Fames Duke of York from Inhericing the /m- 
perial Crowns of England and Ireland, and the Dominions and Territories there- 
unro belonging. Ordered, 

That a Committee be appointed to prepare and draw up the ſaid Bill, and it is re- 
terred to Sir William Fones, QC. Adjourned to 5 of the Clock Poſt Meridiem. 
Sabbati 26. Marti, Poit Meridiem 
T He Houſe being informed, That the Lords had refuſed to proceed upon the /m- 

peachment of the Commons againſt Edward Firz-Harris, and had direCted that 
he ſhould be proceeded againſt at theCommon-Law,and aDebare ariſing in the Houſe 
thereupon. Keſolved, 

That it is the undoubted Right of the Commons in ParJiament afſembled, to im- 
peach before the Lords in Parliament any Peer or Commoner for Treafon,or apy 0- 
ther Crime or Miſdemeanour : And that the Refuſal of the Lords ro proceed in Par- 
liament upon ſuch /mpeachment, isa Denial of Juſtice, anda Violation of the Con- 
ſtitution'of Parliaments, Reſolved, 

That in the caſe of Edward Fitz- Harris, who by the Commons has been /mpeach- 
ed forhigh Treaſon before the Lords, witha Declaration, That in convenient time 
they would bring up the Articles againſt him ; for the Lords to Relolve, that the 
faid Fitz-Harris ſhould be proceeded with according to the courſe of Common Law, 
and not by way of Impeachment ir Parliament, at this time, is a Denial of Juſtice, 
and a Violation of the Conſtitution of Parliaments, and an Obſtruction to the fur- 
ther diſcovery of the Popiſh Plot, and of great danger to his Majeſties Perſon, and 
the Proteſtant Religion. Reſolved, | 

That for any inferiour Court to proceed againſt Edward Fitz- Harri, or any other 
Perſon lying under an Impeachment in Parliament, for the fame Crimes for which 
he or they ſtand Impeached, is 2n high Breach of the Priviledge of Parliament. 

Ordered, That a Bill or Bills be brought in for the better Uniting of. all his Maje- 
ſties Proteſtant SubjeRs. Ordered, 

That a Bill be brought in for Baniſhing the moſt Conſiderable Papiſts of England, 
one of His Majeſties Dominions by their Names. | Adjourned, &c. 

Lune .21. die Martu, 1.681. 
——_ of Sir Fohn Sidnam, touching the EleCftion of a Knight to ſerve in 
this preſent Parliament for the County of Somerſer was read. Ordered, 

That the ſaid petition be referred to the Conſideration of the Committee of Ele- 

- Ctions and Priviledges. Ordered, 

That Mr. Speaker do iſſue out his Warrant for ſending for Perſons, Papers and 
Records, in ſuch EleCtions , as are appointed to he heard at the Bar of the Houſe. 

A Petition of Fdward Noſeworthy Eſq;, touching the EleCtion for Leckaid was 
read, and referr*d to the Committee of Elections and Priviledges. . Ordered, 

That every Knight of the Shire do pay ten Shillings, and every Citizen and Bur- 
geſs five Shillings to be diſtributed amongſt the Officers attending the Houſe. 

A Bill for Excluding Fames Duke of York, to Inherit the Imperial Crown of Zz- 

gland and the Dominions and Territories thereunto belonging. Ordered, 
That the Bill be read a Second time to Morrow Morning at Ten of the Clock in 
a full Houſe. 
A Meſlage from His Majeſty by Mr. Edward Duppa, Deputy-Uſher of the Black- 
| Rod. Mr. Speaker, 

The King Ccmmands this honourable Houſe to attend Him immediately in the 
Houle of Pcers. 

And accordingly Mr. Speaker with the Houſe went up to attend His Majeſty,where 
H:s Majeſty was pleaſed to Diſfolve this preſent Parliament. 


